Firstly, we would like to note that here at the conference we
are the exception.
Secondly, we would like to note that we will present our view
and not outcomes of a research
Thirdly, we will address those who try to obtain our view as
“you”.
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The presentation will follow the current structure.
 We start with introducing our team.
 Followed some questions that you should take in
consideration
 Thirdly we comment on factors affecting children’s
participation
 Next we present realities we face in our society
 Last we present a good (but not perfect) practice we
participate

2

Allow us to introduce shortly our team. YAT is a teenagers group established by Law
consisted of 30 teenagers between 13-17 years coming from different backgrounds.
The group meets every two months and at the meetings the members receive training,
information and empowerment on issues concerning children in order to consult with
the Commissioner.
The Commissioner collects and convey their views to key persons and decision makers
and give feedback to children

3

Consult with the Commissioner for Children’s Rights,
Consult with Ministers / key persons,
Present our views in front of key persons / through media and
events
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Take action to sensitize the society
i.e. street actions
resolutions
campaigns (i.e. child sexual abuse, bullying, participation)
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The way you perceive children’s participation affects the actual participation of
children. These are some questions on aspects you should take in consideration
before you decide to contact children.
The first aspect concerns the status/role of children in the process. Do you see
children / as a source / as an interesting part / as partners? Do you use children or
do you cooperate with children? Are we equal or am I the little and inexperienced
one? Who determines / decides that?
How do you ensure children’s consent? Is it enough because you have parents
approval? And what happens when children and parents have come to different
decisions?
Does the process lead to tangible benefits for the children who participate or to
something they might understand in the future? Do you see the process as a benefit
itself for the children or just as a method to collect the data?
Is what children gain and what researcher gain competing, in opposition or
complementary? This question is also connected with the first aspect.
Do you feel the need to convince the children about the importance and the need of
collecting their views or is it ok because of your status? Do you feel the need to
convince the children about your ability to run the process or do you expect us to
take it for granted?
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It’s more probable to participate if I am interested and if the
topic concerns me.
What’s the reason of me participating?
Is the topic important?/ Where and how will it help?
Can I answer with the proper way according to the topic?
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Will the researcher make me feel comfortable, gain my trust
and be nice to me?
If I take part will I have a benefit, the researcher or both of us?
Will I feel mentally secured and safe to take part?
How will I gain the researcher’s trust?
Is it a waste of my time?
Will I answer seriously or will I joke with it, I will feel more safe
if my name will not be given
It will be more efficient if the researcher is an adult, has a
good profession and also has an approval for researching
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If we know the purpose we can answer easier and better.
It is more trustful and helpful if you have personal contact with
the researcher without anyone around
I will feel more safe to answer if I am sure that they will not
share my personal details and information
The researcher must give more information about the topic in
order for us to answer in a correct way
The researcher has to gain my trust in order to get a proper
answer from me
The question the researcher will ask has to be pretty forward I
order for me to answer properly
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The researcher has to understand the way children express
their self’s and ask in an appropriate way
Children must feel safe whether to answer all questions or not
Both participants and researcher have to take it serious.
The researcher has to confirm that children’s opinion will be
taken into consideration
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Participation in schools – “being taught” The citizenship
framework results in school being analyzed as educational
products (knowledge and skills taught as part of the
curriculum) rather than participative processes. – no
participatory structures in schools
Recent example: we always cried for opportunities to criticize
the illusions the society builds in our minds and now cry
because they have given us the opportunity to do it
Participation in civil society – results as “taking part” helping
without certain role
Participation in governmental bodies – results as “declare
presence when invited” to legitimized decisions
Children
Children
Children
Children
Children
Children

are faced as ignorant – to be taught
as irresponsible – to be disciplined
as immature – to be “brought up”
as incapable – to be protected
as nuisance – to be seen and not heard
as a resource – to be made use of
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In 2011 there was an educational reform and nobody asked the
children who are the most affected. Then, assessment
committees evaluated new educational programs using their
opinion and experience and not children’s ones. The following
September a second reform will be done and we hope that
children’s view will be heard(guaranteed by the Minister of
Education).
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On our first meeting we did some team-building activities in order to get
comfortable between everyone and gain trust. Then we discussed about children’s
rights and we suggested some topics to work on. Participation was one of the most
popular topics raised. And in the end we decided to specify our topic for this year
which is “Sexual Education”.
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To be able to discuss/consult on the topic of sexuality education on a rights’ base
we had various workshops through which were trained on issues related to
children's rights.
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We also received training in order to understand several
aspects of the sexuality education and empowerment to
consult with key persons.
We invited the Minister of Education and Culture to consult on
the topic.
And at the moment we are waiting for his feedback.
Participation ends when the person who takes the decisions
informs the participants about his decisions and the criteria
the decision was based.
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Through these pictures let us point out some semiotics from this participation example.
 The initiative came through a process of needs assessment –
understand the benefit.
 We received training on children’s rights and sexuality education so we can support our views, build confidence to the members to
express themselves
The consultation took place in our place - feel comfortable and
safe.
 We consult with the Minister – note the importance of the topic
and the dimension/extension we wanted to lend.
 The Commissioner was there – build safety, question,
 The sitting arrangement - suggests the equality between the
participants.
 Everyone had a name label – children have their own personality
with different views
 The Minister was taking notes and addressed YAT members with
their name – obligation to take views in to account and response
 There was a time frame - so that different views presented on
equal basis.
 The process itself was actually an application of the right to
participation which also promotes further participation
 The views were recorded and sent to the Minister with a follow up
letter – obligation to give feedback to the participants
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What we described might not be the perfect application of the
right of participation but certainly is a good start.
Thank you for your attention.
We are on your disposal for any questions and clarifications.
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